Abu Dhabi Grammar School
(Canada)

Students with Special Education Needs
(SEN)

DEFINITIONS

Students with special needs are those
whose needs are such that they require
supports in addition to those provided by
a classroom teacher. Students who
require additional support may have any
disability, disorder, difficulty,
impairment, exceptional needs or other
additional needs that may be caused by
mental, behavioral, physical, emotional
or cognitive factors which may affect a
student’s learning and his or her

educational performance.

Gifted and talented students have
exceptional abilities and talents either
academically or in a specific field. Their

current attainment or perceived potential
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places them significantly ahead of the
majority of their peers in one or more of

the following areas:

e Intellectual ability
e Subject specific aptitude
e Social maturity and leadership

e Mechanical/technical/technological
ingenuity
e Visual and performing arts

e Psychomotor ability

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Abu Dhabi Grammar School (Canada) is
committed to providing an appropriate
education for all students by responding
to their unique needs on an individual
basis through the provision of a range of
organizational and instructional options
to enhance opportunities and the
provision of continuity in programming

for all students.

e Abu Dhabi School
(Canada) is committed to quality

Grammar

education for all students through the
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provision of qualified teachers who
are responsible for ensuring that the
objectives of the program match, as
much as possible, student strengths

and needs
e Abu Dhabi Grammar School
(Canada)endorses the value of

inclusive schooling in accordance
with the ADEC regulations:

School

committed to

e Abu Dhabi
(Canada) is

Grammar
“developing and  implementing
educational programs for students
with special needs within the regular
instructional settings with their peers
in age in accordance with the

regulations
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PROGRAM PLANNING

Abu Dhabi Grammar School (Canada)
endorses a process of identification,

assessment, program planning and

evaluation as outlined in the ADEC

regulations

The principal is responsible for
ensuring that there is a collaborative
structure in place (School Planning
Team or PPT) for decision-making
regarding the wuse of allocated
school-based resources and services
and to facilitate the development and
implementation of individual

program plans.

Abu Dhabi Grammar  School
(Canada) will provide qualified
personnel to assist schools in the
identification of students with special
needs through assessment and

evaluation.
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e When formal assessment is deemed
necessary by a School Planning
Team, informed written consent
from a parent/guardian is required
prior to the assessment.

e In accordance with the ADEC’s

(13

Special Education policy, “an
individual program plan (IEP), based
on the student’s strengths and needs
will be developed and implemented
at the school level for every student
for whom the curriculum outcomes

are not applicable and/or attainable”.

e Transition planning is part of the
individual planning process for

each student with special needs.

COLLABORATION

Abu Dhabi Grammar School (Canada)

will ensure that the individual
program  planning  process is
collaborative in meeting student

ol bl Gph e ocps 1Y -
Vi om lall ey i el
Do Aany S dslse o Jpasd)

il eha) U8 adl) [ Y
oalaal paldll adadll dulis ool -
Gp galiy Abd Ad caball b g
pi adlalialy ) 5y ) ot
dS o Apadl (A lghalay layshs
caliadl & adlayy e pan ¥ Gl
Medle Jpeanll i Y5 dpulal
&) Al Asje e JEY) ddas o) -
Libadll clle Ge 3l & @A
lalial 63l JSG dalall 4l

Al
Gkl
M) e o o JiSu saba gl S5

Gl sl S8 K8 OO Ladatl el



needs. In addition to appropriate staff,
parents/guardians will be included at
all stages of the planning process. Abu
Dhabi Grammar School (Canada) is
committed to working collaboratively
with external agencies in program
planning for students with special

needs.

STUDENT PLACEMENT

Programming options shall be carefully
considered for each individual student. In
situations where a student with special
needs requires a setting or services not
available at their home School, the
School Planning Team may initiate a

referral for an alternative placement.

All placements in classes outside a
student’s home school are considered
temporary. Placements will be reviewed

annually or more often as needed.
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COMMUNICATION

Abu Dhabi Grammar School (Canada)
will provide parents/guardians with clear
information about the range of services
and costs associated with the provision of

support for students with special needs.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Abu Dhabi Grammar School (Canada)
will support professional development
opportunities for staff focused on
meeting the needs of all students.

PROCEDURES

STUDENT PLACEMENT

When a School

determines that a student should be

Planning Team

considered for placement in a special
program outside their home school, the
procedures for Special Class Placement,

Creating Schools Populations Policy will

apply.
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Abu Dhabi Grammar School (Canada)
may enter into agreements for the
provision of external Services and
benefits for students. When the
agreement is for a tuition agreement the
private school must teach the provincial
curriculum and the program offered must
be acceptable. Prior to consideration of
such a request the following criteria must

be met:

e The process of identification,
assessment, program planning and
evaluation for students with
special needs. The school shall
explore all opportunities to
realign, reallocate or change the
delivery of services within the
school to meet the needs of the

student.

e Abu Dhabi Grammar School
(Canada) shall prepare and
distribute a brochure describing the

student services available at their site
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SUPPORT SERVICES

SCHOOL GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR

The School Counselor at Abu Dhabi
Grammar School (Canada) supports all
students in achieving their maximum
scholastic potential. The counselor works
closely with teachers and administrators
to ensure that each student has the
educational, moral and emotional support
necessary. The Guidance Counselor
provides school-wide and small group
activities to encourage strong character,
leadership and problem solving skills.
Students can  schedule individual
appointments with the counselor in case
of need or to access the services of
secondary career counseling. High school
students have the opportunity to meet
with the career counselor in order to plan
their program and develop a career plan
and pathway for transition from high

school to post secondary education.
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Parents can also feel free to approach the
school counselor should they have any
child’s

behaviors. The counselor can provide

concerns  regarding  their
referral for other health professionals in

case of need.

PROGRAM SUPPORT / LEARNER
SUPPORT/ENGLISH AS
ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Students who are identified as requiring
extra help in English or other core
subject. Skills will be assisted by the
Program Support Teacher (PST) who will
then devise a need-based support
schedule for students. Students will work
toward specific objectives with the PST
and/or EAL teacher. Their progress will
be monitored and the need for continuing
support will be assessed at the end of

gach term.
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TEACHING ASSISTANTS

All KG — Grade2 classes have full-time
teaching assistants, who assist with
classroom management and other select
duties. Our teaching assistants facilitate
effective learning environments and are
assistive to your child’s progress and

learning.

EXTRA SUPPORT

If a student requires more assistance in
the classroom than the regular classroom
teacher is able to provide parents will be
asked to provide a shadow teacher at their

expense, not the expense of the school.
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